
1800

Oct. 22 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993

Statement on Signing the Continuing Appropriations Resolution
October 21, 1993

Today I have signed into law H.J. Res. 281,
a Continuing Resolution that funds the oper-
ations of the Federal Government during Octo-
ber 22–28, 1993.

A Continuing Resolution is necessary at this
time in order to keep the Government func-
tioning while the Congress completes the appro-
priations process.

I commend the Congress for presenting me
with a funding measure that provides for a sim-
ple, temporary extension of normal government
operations and is free of extraneous amend-
ments. I urge the Congress to complete the

regular appropriations process by October 28th
so that an additional Continuing Resolution can
be avoided.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
October 21, 1993.

NOTE: H.J. Res. 281, approved October 21, was
assigned Public Law No. 103–113. This statement
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on October 22.

Remarks and an Exchange With Reporters Prior to a Meeting With
Members of Congress
October 22, 1993

NAFTA

The President. Ladies and gentlemen, just let
me make one opening remark, and I’ll answer
a couple of questions. I want to thank Mr.
Michel for once again bringing a group of Re-
publicans in—that he and Mr. Gingrich have
arranged for some first-term Republicans to
come in and meet with me and Ambassador
Kantor and Mr. Frenzel and Mr. Daley. And
we’re glad to have a chance to discuss NAFTA.

This has been a hard week for us, a hard
working week. I have made several congressional
meetings, and of course we had the great prod-
ucts fair with Mr. Iacocca. We’re trying to work
out some of the practical details now on how
to deal with the reduction of the tariffs that
will come from NAFTA and all that. But I feel
much better than I did on Monday about where
we are.

I’ve made, also, a large number of personal
phone calls to Democrats this week, and I think
we’re making some good progress.

Q. Mr. President, do you think you’re working
hard enough so that Mr. Gingrich would no
longer describe your efforts as ‘‘pathetic’’?

The Vice President. He didn’t say that, did
he?

Q. He somehow said that, Mr. Vice President.
I don’t know how. [Laughter]

The President. He didn’t——
Q. Could you——
The President. You know, one of the things

that I’ve noticed about Washington is that when
you’re in a tough fight, you know, some people
are always wondering about what happens if you
don’t make it. I’m just worried about making
it. If I make it, I don’t care who gets credit
for it.

I’ll tell you this: I’m trying to win it. And
the Democrats have been—some of them have
been asking me to ease up. They said every
time they turn around, there’s another member
of the Cabinet in their office, and they’re calling
them at 11 o’clock at night. So I think we’re
doing a pretty good job. But if we win, it won’t
matter.

District of Columbia
Q. What do you think about sending the Na-

tional Guard, or allowing the National Guard
to patrol the city here?

The President. I think it should be reviewed.
I’ve given a lot of thought to it, and I’ve asked
our legal counsel to get with the Justice Depart-
ment and look into the legality of it and what
the legal hurdles are and also what the practical
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